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\
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, NE Division, DO

FROM: DCI
SUBJECT: Afghanistan

The attached INR analysis on
Afghanistan: The Resistance Alliance
will interest you if you haven't seen
it. :

William J. Casey

Attachment a/s
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BUREAU OP INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH - ANALYSIS - MAY 30, 1985

1. APGHANISTAN: THE RESISTANCE ALLIANCE

The leaders of all g§even major Afghan resistance parties
announced an agrecment on May 16 to form a neq *united front,"*
Ptimarily to improve the “international dimensions® of the
fesistance. Althcuyh we are skeptical of the: bility of the
Peshavar-based pParty leagership to overcome its endemic faction-
aliem and do not anticipate much military impact, we do expect
to see a higher Atghan ptotile on the world stage, '

The alliance. According to a joint statement, the parties
will retain their ingividual 1dentities but have a common
spokesman directed by & gqouncil of the leaderg. The coalition
will move to estatlish ties to international erganizations. No
specifics were given on military coordination, prospects for a
government-i1n-exile, or & role for tormer king Zahir Shah.

The genesis. Maneuvering to cevelop moxivetfective unity
hes intensified since the beginning of the year. *Punaaumen-
talist® alliance chairman Abdul Rasul Sayyaf was accused of
Stealing aadherenty trum Pther leaders by abusing his position
@8 the channel of Sauqi funds. The Saudis tried to get the
parties to unify ynder Sayyaf, but he apparently undermined his
own credibility: wnile post party leaders were busy condenning
the tllegitimate tribal assembly staged in late April in Kabul,
Sayyat gathered scme Party detectors and had himself reelectea
chairman. The other Jeaders immediately disavowed the action
and publicly blamed Sayyaf's Saudi patrons for the coup.

Bately a week later Prince Turki, head of Saudi intellij-
gence, flew to Isjamatad, According to the Pakistanis, party
leaders were called 1n Ly intelligence chief General Akhtar,
Pakistani liaison with the resistance. Akhtar and Turki told
them that Saud) contributions would now be disbursed airectly
by the Saudis, on the basis of amounts suggested by Akhtar.

Uncertain ifospects. The individual partijes Will receive
increased fundan; the divisive Sayyaf has clearly been reined
1n; anc the alliance will reduce confusion among outsiae
Supporters about the gitferences between “fundamentalists® and

‘moagerates® ana their vigions tor a post-Soviet Afghanistan,
The Pakistanis haye already begun holding military meetinys,

Ttuv unity will oe more elusive. The need for unanimity
will ensure that alliance decisions will be few anad difficult
to achieve. Foreign {incluuing US) support 15 essential.
Paristan will continue to try to increase jtg control of the
Cash flow, and of tje tesistance. The Saudis are likely to
continue to pursue their Own agenda. An international volice
tor the resistancy will nonetheless be a major etep forwarc.
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